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Our Mission
To support the efforts of Lions clubs 
and partners in serving communities 
locally and globally, giving hope and 
impacting lives through humanitarian 
service projects and grants.
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A Message from 
the Chairperson
Lions, during my time as the Chairperson of 
Lions Clubs International Foundation, I found 
myself in awe of the significant impact your work 
is having on our communities across the world. 
You really dedicate yourselves and work hard 
to extend a helping hand to those who need 
it most. Your character is not only noticed by 
me; you are influential to the world. Thank you 
for being a wonderful example of why kindness 
matters.

Because of your support of LCIF and dedication 
to service, millions of people around the world 
now have hope. LCIF expanded our programs 
to reach new vulnerable populations including 
refugees. Innovative new projects have allowed 
us to treat children with cancer. Millions of 
children, including those in India and Zambia, 
are now protected from measles. Lions Quest 
is also serving youth around the world, ensuring 
they make good decisions and do well in school. 
In the wake of destructive hurricanes, Lions 
and LCIF were among the first to offer help. In 
areas where having enough to eat is an issue, 
families are now able to grow their own food. As 

“Knights of the Blind,” we are fighting preventable 
blindness in places like Guatemala and Uganda. 

Our partners know how important this work is 
and allow us to reach more people. Gavi, the 
Vaccine Alliance is currently helping us double 
our impact against measles. Working with LDS 
Charities allowed us to deliver vital eye care to an 
area in Colombia greatly in need. Partnering with 
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
brought Lions Quest to more schools in countries 
such as Bosnia-Herzegovina. Aruna Abhey Oswal 
Trust helped us with many humanitarian initiatives 
including the expansion of an elementary school 
in Togo.

Looking back on the 2016-2017 fiscal year, 
I am very proud of the work Lions and LCIF 
accomplished together. I hope as you read 
through this report, you will be proud, as well. 
After all, these projects were made possible 
because of the support Lions and partners give 
LCIF. I know together, we will continue to make 
this world a better place.

D R .  J I T S U H I R O  YA M A D A

LCIF Chairperson, 2016-2017
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In fiscal year 2016-2017, Lions, 
their partners, and friends 
generously donated more than 
US$43 million to LCIF. The 
foundation awarded more than 
500 grants totaling more than 
US$43 million.

IT WAS A GREAT 
YEAR, THANKS 
TO YOU!

Saving Sight
US$12,144,615 in SightFirst grants  
provided eye care services to an 
estimated 107,132,689 million people.

LCIF History: 9.1 million cataract surgeries

SIGHTFIRST 
GRANTS

PEOPLE 
TREATED

US$12,144,615107,132,689

Supporting Youth

LCIF History:  16 million youth beneficiaries 
in more than 100 countries

9 additional countries expanded  
Lions Quest through US $1,068,445  
in Core 4 grants

COUNTRIES CORE 4 GRANTS
9 NEW US$1,068,445

Combating Measles 
& Rubella

LCIF History: 87.8 million children immunized

US$5,436,500 in grants supported 
the vaccination of millions of children 
against measles and rubella

GRANTS
US$5,436,500

Providing Disaster 
Relief

LCIF History:  Over 4,600 grants representing 
over US$118 million in aid 

380,000 people helped through 
US$5,693,221 in disaster related grants

PEOPLE 
HELPED

380,000
GRANTS
US$5,693,221

Improving Local 
Communities

LCIF History:  Eye screenings for 394,252 
Special Olympics athletes 

5,353,081 people helped through US 
$17,666,434 in humanitarian grants

PEOPLE 
HELPED

HUMANITARIAN
GRANTS

5,353,081 US$17,666,434

LCIF Core Objectives | Investment & Impact                                     2016-2017
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Through its Humanitarian 
Grants, LCIF provides matching 
funds to support Lions’ efforts 
to improve vital public service 
institutions and programs in 
their local communities. 

Improving Local Communities

BUILDING AN ENT CENTER IN KENYA
More than 600,000 Kenyans cannot hear properly and 
according to the Ministry of Health, there is a shortage of 
ear, nose, and throat (ENT) health care in the area. At risk 
of completely losing their hearing, a parent may lose the 
ability to provide for their family or a child may fall behind 
in school.

To assist an area where medical care is not always 
affordable, LCIF and its partner, the Aruna Abhey Oswal 
Trust joined forces to help fund the construction of an ENT 
center within M.P. Shah Hospital in Kenya. The new, state-
of-the-art Aruna Abhey Oswal Pediatric ENT Centre at the 
Children’s Medical Centre provides diagnoses, 

evaluations, and treatments for both common and 
complex ENT, head, and neck complications. It is 
estimated that 2,500 patients will benefit and 390 major 
procedures will be performed annually.

The hospital is also doing ENT check-up camps at nearby 
schools at no cost to the patient. In addition, all of the 
babies born at the hospital receive special testing for 
hearing and ENT complications at a reduced cost to their 
families. Because of the partnership’s support, Kenyans 
who desperately need ENT care are able to get the help 
they may not have received otherwise.

because that’s what Lions do

DR. BHUPI REEL  |   CONSULTANT PEDIATRIC INTENSIVIST

“ The ENT center has been an invaluable addition to the Children’s Hospital. We recently referred a 3-year-old girl who had 
inhaled a small whistle that was ‘whistling’ with each breath. As we now have the luxury of ENT on site, we were able to 
take the child to [the operating room] and remove the ‘foreign body’ less than an hour after presentation. This prevented 
any complicated lung infection that would have likely left her in ICU needing ventilation. In addition, this was carried out 
as a CSR [corporate social responsibility] activity because the family could not afford treatment. Hence, the pediatric 
team would like to sincerely extend our gratitude to the introduction of this service.

It is estimated that 2,500 patients will 
benefit and 390 major procedures will  
be performed annually.

6
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EASING THE BURDEN IN BRAZIL
The Father Tiãozinho Cancer Patient Support 
Association was founded in 2004 to serve cancer 
patients who travel to Monte Claros for treatment 
from other parts of Mina Gerais, Brazil. In 2013, the 
organization proudly opened a 32-bed extended 
stay home located near two of Monte Claros’ major 
hospitals. The home provides cancer patients and a 
family member or friend with a centralized place for 
lodging, meals, occupational therapy, and transportation 
to and from treatment. Local Lions clubs’ fundraising 
helps to pay the home’s operating costs.

Though the organization continued to grow, its fleet of 
vehicles did not. There was only one five-passenger 
vehicle for all transportation needs, and the limited 
space caused delays in getting patients to their 
treatments.

To help the Father Tiãozinho Cancer Patient Support 
Association continue to provide outstanding support for 
cancer patients, LCIF awarded the Lions of District LC-4 
US$27,900 to purchase a 15-passenger transportation 
vehicle and medical equipment for the association. 
Now, patients are transported in a more efficient and 
comfortable manner and the home is able to provide 
improved medical care.

ITALIAN HOSPITALITY BLOOMS IN AFRICA
Nearly 800 million people in the world do not have enough food to eat. The 
situation is most dire in developing countries, where one out of six children 
is underweight. The Venezia Host and Venezia Angelo Partecipazio Lions 
clubs in Italy teamed up with the Koudougou Baobab Lions Club in Burkina 
Faso and LCIF to address food insecurity in several villages in the West 
African nation. 

LCIF awarded US$54,267 to Italian Lions in support the project, which was 
very successful. A drip irrigation system was put into a community garden, 
where women are trained to use the system and cultivate crops they can 
feed their families with. The Lions hope that these women will grow enough 
excess food that they may start their own village market and sell their 
produce for a profit, leading to economic stability and independence.

MAKING EDUCATION ACCESSIBLE IN MALAYSIA
SK Talantang is an elementary school located in rural Sabah, Malaysia, 
amongst tall rubber trees and marshy rice fields. Until recently, more 
than half of the children who attend the school had to walk up to four 
hours to school and four hours back home, often barefoot to preserve 
their shoes. Others use their parents’ motorcycles or pack into rickety 
vans. During the rainy season, many students miss school due to the 
treacherous conditions. Because of this commute, some parents do 
not enroll their children in school at all.

Thanks to the efforts of Lions clubs in Korea, the Lions Club of Kota 
Kinabalu Host, and LCIF, a dormitory was built to house 100 of these 
children. The dormitory is just a short walk from the school building, 
including beds, bathrooms, a dining area, and a kitchen that serves 
meals five times per day. Many of the amenities are not available in their 
private homes.

The children of SK Talantang are now able to live and study in a 
place suitable for learning. They are also able to stay after school to 
participate in extracurricular activities. 

LCIF FOCUSES ON  
CHILDHOOD CANCER
The word “cancer” becomes a part of everyday life for 
the families of almost 800 Australian children per year. 
While advances in treatment have been able to save 
many of these children, there are still 20 percent who 
do not survive. To giv e kids a better chance, LCIF 
and the Australian Lions Childhood Cancer Research 
Foundation have committed US$3.2 million for genome 
sequencing. These funds will allow the Garvan Institute 
of Medical Research to sequence the unique genomes 
of 400 kids with high-risk, aggressive forms of cancer. 
Doctors will better understand their patients’ bodies 
and can then create precision treatment plans for 
them. Funds are now being raised for the creation of a 
database that will give children all over the world more 
precise treatment plans and a better shot at survival. 
Ava Bell, a 6-year-old survivor of neuroblastoma, 
joined Past International President Palmer on stage at 
Centennial Convention to thank LCIF for their support 
of the program. Before she exited the stage, Ava 
smiled as she said, “Keep raising money to help all 
children beat cancer like I did. Roar!”

7
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Lions save sight in 
many ways. LCIF 
supports their sight-
saving efforts through 
programs like SightFirst, 
which helps Lions build 
comprehensive eye care 
systems in underserved 
communities, and care 
for those who are blind 
or visually impaired. 

Saving Sight
so everyone can see the world clearly

Sight is a precious ability that changes 
one’s whole world when it’s lost. For children 
in developing countries, blindness could 
mean the different between life or death. In 
some countries, up to 50 percent of children 
who become blind die within one or two 
years. Children who survive face challenges 
throughout their entire life, beginning 
with physical, social, and educational 
development.

With more than 80 percent of all visual 

impairment able to be prevented or cured, 
there was a clear need for children’s eye 
care. The Project for Elimination of Avoidable 
Childhood Blindness was created when 
LCIF and the World Health Organization 
(WHO) partnered in 2001. The partnership’s 
goal is simple and clear: to end avoidable 
childhood blindness.

The partnership is steadily working toward 
its goal by supporting the establishment of 
children’s eye care centers. The program 

has a target of opening 100 Lions-WHO 
centers for children’s eye care across the 
world, and is expected to reach that target. 
Right now, 54 centers have been established 
or supported in areas of the world that 
need help the most. These centers have 
treated 135 million children, both saving and 
protecting their sight.

SIGHTFIRST FUNDS: SAVING THE SIGHT OF CHILDREN GLOBALLY
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CONQUERING RIVER BLINDNESS IN GUATEMALA

The child of a farming family in Gujarat, 
India, Jyotsana Nisarta was only 2 years 
old when she contracted polio. Even with 
medical intervention, Jyotsana was left with 
considerable visual impairment.

With limited opportunities for people with 
disabilities in India, Jyotsana remained 
dependent on her family. That’s when the 
Blind Welfare Council in Dahod changed 
her life. With support from a US$63,000 
grant from LCIF, Lions of District 323-F1 
helped to expand the council’s vocational 
training center. The council was able to take 
on more computer trainees and introduced 
several new programs, which trains about 

100 people per year for respected and well-
paying jobs.

In only a matter of months, Jyotsana 
completed computer training and 
immediately was hired as a computer 
operator. The skills she learned in her 
classes at the Council enabled her to further 
her career, and Jyotsana soon was hired 
for a government job. She takes photos and 
thumbprints and issues identification cards 
to members of her community. Her monthly 
income has nearly doubled, which enables 
her to help her family as well as pay her own 
living expenses.

Papua New Guinea (PNG) is a country 
of approximately seven million people 
located between Australia and Indonesia. 
Approximately 40 percent of the population 
lives under the poverty line, lacking 
access to many basic services. In January 
2015, the SightFirst Advisory Committee 
approved a project to establish the Lions 
Natural Resource Center (NRC), with a 
grant from LCIF for US$289,800. By June 
2016, the project was completed and 

began operations. Within the first year, 
approximately 260 students received regular 
lectures and education, and 104 specialty 
pediatric consultations and assessments 
took place. The Lions of District 201-Q2 
plan to continue efforts by utilizing another 
grant from LCIF to update clinic equipment, 
establish a pediatric and low vision 
consultation clinic, and continue training. All 
efforts go toward promoting much-needed 
eye health for the surrounding communities. 

Onchocerciasis, also known as river 
blindness, is a parasitic disease that afflicts 
the rural poor. It is caused by a worm that 
is spread from person to person through 
the bites of Simulium black flies that 
breed in rapid-flowing rivers and streams. 
The disease can cause intense itching, 
eye damage, and irreversible blindness, 
reducing an individual’s ability to work and 
learn. Worldwide, an estimated 120 million 
are at risk of being infected and 270,000 

have been blinded by the disease, mostly in 
Africa. 

Since 1993, Lions Clubs International 
Foundation (LCIF) has awarded more than 
US$33 million to support the distribution 
of river blindness medicine, Mectizan®, 
to approximately 251 million people in 
15 African and Latin American countries. 
SightFirst has worked in close partnership 
since 1994 with The Carter Center—a leader 
in the fight to end river blindness.

On September 29, 2016, Guatemala’s 
minister of health, Dr. Lucrecia Hernandez 
Mack, announced that the World Health 
Organization has officially verified the 
elimination of onchocerciasis from 
Guatemala. 

LCIF congratulates the people and 
government of Guatemala, The 
Onchocerciasis Elimination Program for the 
Americas, and many devoted Lions on this 
monumental achievement!

EMPOWERING PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IN INDIA

STRENGTHENING SIGHT SERVICES 
IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA
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LCIF’s Lions Quest program 
teaches character education, 
bullying prevention, drug  
awareness and service-learning 
to students from pre-kindergarten 
through grade 12.
Lions Quest, a social emotional learning (SEL) 
program, promotes a caring, safe, well-managed, 
and participatory learning environment and allows 
students to develop the skills to deal with emotions 
constructively, make responsible decisions, and set 
positive goals. The skills learned will lead to healthy, 
responsible lives free from the harm of drug abuse, 
bullying and violence. Lions Quest has trained more 
than 600,000 educators reaching more than 16 million 
students in more than 100 different countries.

Supporting Youth
to build skills for life

When the students of Mrs. Dye’s first-grade 
class at Cherry Hill Primary School were 
asked to plan and implement a Lions Quest 
service-learning project, their goal was to 
make a difference in their community. 

The Lions Quest program in the Washington 
Court House, Ohio school, funded by an 
LCIF Core 4 grant, was implemented to 
boost their students’ social and emotional 
learning skills. The class put their skills into 
action by raising money for cancer through a 
bake sale; they collected more than US$452 

for the cause. The funds were donated to the 
Stephanie Spielman Fund for breast cancer 
research.

“What I thought would be a $100 goal turned 
into a huge event that the whole school 
enjoyed, and my students had a chance to 
learn that giving was better than receiving,” 
said Mrs. Dye.

The program continues to thrive, as well as 
its reputation. At the present moment, all of 
the teachers at Cherry Hill Primary School 
have been trained to administer the Lions 

Quest curriculum. Students and staff look 
forward to having as many as 24 service 
learning projects during the spring of 2018. 

Even the president of the United States was 
excited when he recently heard about Lions 
Quest initiatives from Cherry Hill students. 
He thanked the students for their letters and 
said that he and his wife were inspired by 
their efforts. 

Lions Quest brings people together, and 
together we can create a better and brighter 
future for everyone.

LITTLE LIONS WITH BIG HEARTS

What I thought would be a $100 goal turned into a huge event that 
the whole school enjoyed, and my students had a chance to learn 
that giving was better than receiving,” said Mrs Dye.
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This program is an important catalyst for the change of attitude we 
need in this country for future stability and prosperity. Equipping 
young people with life skills will enable them to use their high 
energies constructively and to influence other people and peers to 
look at life differently, in a positive way. 

Education Minister, Central Equatorial 

Good and bad choices, a simple concept used to 
solve life’s more complex decisions. Lions Quest, 
a social and emotional learning (SEL) program for 
children in grades pre-K-12, teaches kids important life 
skills in a fun, age-appropriate way. Skilled facilitators 
engage the students by using real-life situations they 
can relate to such as decision making, drugs and 
alcohol, bullying, and other topics that aren’t typically 
addressed in the classroom.

Compass Mark, an organization whose mission is to 
reduce the harmful use of alcohol, tobacco, and drugs, 
frequently uses the Lions Quest program to reinforce 
common goals. For more than 50 years, Compass Mark 
has helped steer their audience away from addiction 

and danger using a prevention approach largely based 
on the concept of SEL.

A recent Compass Mark study indicated that of the 
3rd graders in the 2016 Lions Quest program, 75 
percent demonstrated an increase in social and 
personal development and 81 percent increased their 
knowledge and attitudes about the dangers of drug 
and alcohol use.

Compass Mark facilitator, Stephanie Yoder, said, 
“What a privilege it is to empower kids through Lions 
Quest lessons, teaching them to value themselves and 
[experience] delight in giving value to others through 
their words and actions.”

Lion Juneria Berges once served as principal of 
Grapevine Middle School in suburban Dallas-Fort 
Worth. Her school implemented Lions Quest, a social 
and emotional learning program. In one Lions Quest 
exercise, intended to build community, students sat in 
a circle and took part in a directed dialogue. The class 
eventually created its own conduct expectations in 
the classroom, with all students agreeing to the rules 
they set up. Lions Quest changed the school. “It [Lions 
Quest] just works,” says Berges. “The students start 
correcting each other. It’s something they came up 
with, so they own it.” Attendance rose, and students 
developed their critical thinking skills. “Lions Quest 
teaches ethics, caring about others and responsibility 
for oneself,” says Berges. “The kids learn that they 
have choices in life, and you have to make the best 
choice for yourself.”

Located in East-Central Africa, South Sudan 
gained independence in 2011. Twenty years 
of civil war left the country with essentially no 
infrastructure. Only a handful of areas have 
running water, electricity, clinics, schools 
or paved roads. Half of the population lives 
below the international poverty line, which is 
less than US$2 per day. It is not surprising 
then that one in three South Sudanese men 
and one in ten South Sudanese women are 
literate. Very few speak English, which is the 
official language of South Sudan.

In an effort to bring life skills and positive 
attitudes to the country’s young people, 38 
teachers from 14 schools and institutions 
were trained in Lions Quest Skills for 
Adolescence. 6,832 students ages 12-18 
will benefit from the Lions Quest program. 

“As teachers, we have been equipped with 
the skills we needed to reset the mindset 
of young people to look at their situation 
differently and positively,” said Emmanuel 
Ladu, Headteacher at Juba Model 
Secondary School. 

PREVENTION IN ACTION

LIONS QUEST ‘JUST WORKS’

LIONS QUEST SUCCESSFULLY 
LAUNCHES IN SOUTH SUDAN
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The LCIF Emergency Grant program provides financial support to Lions 
and other partners engaged in disaster response and recovery efforts. 
Major Catastrophe Grants provide significant funds for catastrophes 
with major international impact. 
Natural disasters occur in every corner of the world and devastate families and entire communities. When natural 
disasters strike, Lions are among the first to offer relief, coming to the aid of their neighbors even though they may 
be victims themselves. That dedication to serving others is what being a Lion is all about.

…the good [in] Lions’ hearts beats faster 
in difficulties and emergencies. 

Claudia Balduzzi, Multiple District 
Coordinator in Italy

Providing Disaster Relief
to rebuild hope

In the early morning hours of August 
24, 2016, a 6.2-magnitude earthquake 
rattled central Italy. Rescue efforts began 
immediately; search teams used cranes and 
dogs to pull victims from the rubble. Entire 
towns were demolished and nearly 300 
people lost their lives.

LCIF immediately awarded a US$100,000 
Major Catastrophe grant to help with 
both immediate and long-term needs. 
Lions worked together to get essential 
relief supplies to victims in the affected 
communities. Lions distributed food and 
water, along with clothing and medical 
supplies.

The town of Amatrice was hit particularly 
hard, losing half its buildings. Today, it 
looks almost like a ghost town. Lions in Italy 
are now working with LCIF to rebuild their 
communities and boost their economy. In 
Amatrice, they plan to rebuild the town’s 
piazza, a community gathering center that is 
deeply engrained as a part of Italian society.

AN EARTHQUAKE RATTLES ITALY
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I lost everything in the hurricane. My house is destroyed, everything 
I owned was washed away. This is the first help I have received and I 
want to say ‘thank you’ to the organizers who thought of us.

 A Haitian victim of Hurricane Matthew 

After immediate needs are met, victims of disasters are 
not forgotten. LCIF remains committed to the important 
rebuilding of homes and lives that must happen, often long 
after a disaster occurs. Through Major Catastrophe grants, 
LCIF helps with long-term reconstruction projects to help 
victims return to their lives and regain their independence.

Part of what makes LCIF disaster relief so unique is that 
it continues for as long as it is needed. LCIF provided a 
US$200,000 Major Catastrophe grant for relief in the wake 
of devastating floods that struck Paraguay in December 
2015/January 2016. Now, a year and a half later, relief 
work is still ongoing. Lions and LCIF are still there, 
supporting communities as they rebuild.

Local Lions recently finished repairs on 5 primary schools 
that were destroyed by flood waters. Because of this 
important work, 1,725 students have been able to return 
to school.

FLOOD RELIEF IN PARAGUAY

Hurricane Matthew affected the entire 
Caribbean nation, destroying the western 
edge. More than 1,000 Haitians perished 
and thousands were left homeless. Main 
roads and bridges were impassible. 
Communication networks were down. Food 
and drinking water was in short supply and 
many of those who needed aid the most 
were left waiting for it to arrive.

The Lions of Haiti quickly sprung to action 
and requested assistance from LCIF. LCIF 
awarded an initial US$10,000 Emergency 
grant to Haiti to address immediate needs. 
Twenty Lions and 10 Leos from Port-au-
Prince traveled to Petit-Goâve to work with 
clubs there. Together, they distributed 550 
relief kits to residents. 

Shortly afterward, Lions packed about 1,500 
kits of food and medicine to be distributed 

in Les Cayes. The Pacific Disaster Center 
estimates that more than 90 percent of 
buildings in Les Cayes were completely or 
severely damaged by the storm.

When disaster strikes, Lions are often 
among the first to offer help to the victims, 
even though they are often victims 
themselves.

HELP FOR HAITI

In August 2016, torrential rain began to fall 
in the southern United States. The state of 
Louisiana quickly succumbed to record 
floods as more than 10 rivers exceeded their 
banks. The storms left nearly 10,000 people 
living in shelters; more than 50,000 homes 
had been flooded.

In keeping with our mission to offer help 
where it’s most needed, LCIF awarded 
a US$100,000 Major Catastrophe grant 
to Louisiana. The grant assisted Lions in 
Louisiana with meeting both immediate 

and long-term needs. Lions in the affected 
areas focused on on distributing food, water, 
clothing and medical supplies and continued 
to assess ways to provide additional 
assistance in the coming weeks and months.

With the generous and ongoing support 
of Lions, LCIF is able to respond quickly 
to urgent needs in the wake of natural 
disasters. This kind of support allows Lions 
and LCIF to be a beacon of hope in what 
may very well be someone’s darkest days.

RECORD FLOODING IN LOUISIANA
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LCIF provides financial and  
volunteer support to reduce  
measles deaths worldwide by  
increasing access to measles  
immunization where needed most.

ONE SHOT, ONE LIFE
Through the One Shot, One Life: Lions Measles 
Initiative, Lions are an integral part of international 
efforts to end measles. In 2013, LCIF partnered with 
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, to protect millions of 
children against measles where vaccines are needed 
the most. Through fiscal year 2016-2017, LCIF has 
provided US$24.5 million toward our US$30 million 
commitment to Gavi.  Lions have supported measles 
and measles-rubella campaigns through social 
mobilization and advocacy. 

LCIF funds provided to Gavi will be matched by 
the United Kingdom’s Department for International 
Development and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
bringing the total to US$60 million. By 2020, more 
than 700 million children in 49 countries are expected 
to be immunized against measles and rubella. 

LIONS OF INDIA STEP-UP THE FIGHT
More than half of worldwide measles-related deaths 
occur in India. Launched in February 2017, this measles 
and rubella (MR) vaccination campaign aims to vaccinate 
over 400 million Indian children. During a recent 
campaign in Tamil Nadu, Lions of Multiple District 324 
helped spread the word about the importance of every 
child being vaccinated.

Lions are known for their work in social mobilization and 
advocacy. For this campaign, local Lions worked with 

school administrators and parents to raise awareness 
around the importance of all children being vaccinated 
for MR and to allow government vaccination teams to 
vaccinate children who attend private schools.  For the 
first two weeks of the month, the campaign focused on 
schools, immunizing one school, one village, each day. 
The latter half of the month focused on community-based 
vaccine centers for children who do not attend school.

Combating Measles
to give every child a shot at life
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ZAMBIA GETS TOUGH ON MEASLES
More than seven million children in Zambia were 
vaccinated against measles and rubella, thanks to the 
Lions of District 413, Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, and 
LCIF. The number of children reached was actually 
108 percent of the campaign’s goal. Doctor Victor 
Mudenda, a pathologist in Zambia and a Lion, was at 
the forefront of this initiative, organizing Lions’ efforts. 
Lions supported the remarkably successful mission as 
“foot soldiers” spreading the message through their 
communities. All 10 provinces of Zambia were reached 
by the campaign and now more than 7 million children 
are immune from this awful disease.

LCIF and Lions’ Work to End Measles

•  Measles is an extremely contagious virus that can 
result in permanent hearing loss, blindness, and death

•  Every day, measles is the cause of death for around 
335 children

•  Alongside our partners, we aim to provide vaccinations 
to more than 87.8 million children

•  With LCIF’s support, Lions have worked in 21 countries 
where measles poses a large threat to health

•  Measles vaccines prevented 17.1 million deaths  
between 2000-2014

•  Our goal? To educate, fundraise, and provide  
vaccinations to end measles

SOCIAL MOBILIZATION FOR  
EDUCATION
Social mobilization is something Lions do best when 
it comes to getting involved in measles and rubella 
vaccination campaigns. To let the members of their 
community know about an upcoming vaccination 
event, Lions go door-to-door to speak with parents, 
teachers, local officials, and others to spread the news. 
They put up flyers, post on social media, put out ads 
in newspapers and on the radio, and speak at events. 
Why is this important? Not only to get the word out for a 
successful event, but  

 

also to advocate the immunization to parents. Many 
parents stay away from the vaccine simply because they 
do not know what it is or how dangerous measles can 
be. Education is vital for a positive outcome, so Lions 
talk with parents to inform them about the vaccine. 
They talk about the serious dangers of measles and 
how contagious the virus is. Then, they invite them 
to an upcoming vaccination event happening in their 
community.

TOGETHER, WE HAVE  
VACCINATED MILLIONS  

OF CHILDREN.  
BUT THE WORK IS NOT 
DONE AND WE CANNOT 

REST UNTIL IT IS.

BATTLING MEASLES IN MADAGASCAR AND KENYA
Lions help spread the word so all children have the opportunity to be vaccinated against measles.

DR. JITSUHIRO YAMADA
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LDS CHARITIES
LCIF partnered for the first time with LDS 
Charities on a three-year SightFirst eye care 
capacity building project in Ubaté, Colombia 
with Lions District F-3. The project seeks to 
upgrade and expand a secondary-level hospital 
in to a comprehensive eye care facility. The 
project goal is to increase low-income patient 
access to vital eye care services including 
trained professionals, treatments and eye health 
education in the community. 

The enhanced services will include general eye 
health screenings, cataract surgeries, laser 
treatments for patients with diabetic retinopathy, 
and glaucoma examinations for low income 
individuals and families. Local Lions and LDS 
leaders will lead community outreach efforts, 
train business and civic leaders on eye disease 
prevention, coordinate screening campaigns 
and provide transportation for low-income 
patients. 

Funding from the LCIF SightFirst and LDS 
Charities partnership will help train more than 
300 medical professionals, Lions volunteers, 
and government leaders in topics related to eye 
health, prevention, diagnosis, and treatment. As 
part of the partnership, LDS Charities provided 
critical funds to purchase surgical equipment 
that will provide eye care for 8,000 new patients 
in Ubaté and its surrounding regions. 

“It is a privilege to come together with LCIF to 
work on this project, “ says Dean Walker, Vision 
Initiative Manager, LDS Charities. “We feel the 
surgical equipment, along with the capacity 
building efforts led by LCIF will work well 
together to provide a long-term, sustainable 
impact on eye health in the local area.” 

LCIF’S PARTNERS
LCIF is proud to partner with corporations, foundations, governments, and NGOs that share our humanitarian spirit and dedication to improving lives. 
Working with these partners leverages our collective resources and experience along with local partners. Partnerships enable LCIF and local Lions clubs 
to have a far greater impact as we work together to develop local capacity. 

The following funding partners provide significant support or co-support for LCIF programs and projects:

In addition, the following collaborative partners receive LCIF grant support and work closely with local Lions clubs:

Lions clubs around the world also partner with local and national governments, ministries of health and education, businesses, non-profits, and other 
local groups and service organizations. These local alliances are vital as Lions develop and implement humanitarian service projects in their communities 
with the support of LCIF.

Our Partners in Service 2016-2017
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JIMMY CARTER  |   FORMER US PRESIDENT AND CURRENT LION, 
THE CARTER CENTER

“

“

“

“

DR. TIMOTHY SHRIVER  |   CHAIRMAN, SPECIAL OLYMPICS

BILL GATES  |   CO-CHAIR & TRUSTEE, BILL & MELINDA GATES FOUNDATION

DEAN WALKER  |   VISION INITIATIVE MANAGER, LDS CHARITIES

For 20 years, the partnership with Lions Clubs International Foundation has 
been instrumental in supporting The Carter Center’s leadership in  
the fight against neglected diseases.

The partnership that Special Olympics shares with Lions Clubs International 
is one of the most important relationships in the history of our Movement.  
More than any other group, Lions Clubs International, and the over 1.4 million 
members worldwide, have answered the call-to-action of our athletes through 
service, action, and impact.

Lions are extraordinary fundraisers but the true value of Lions is measured in 
something far more valuable than dollars. It’s measured by the commitment 
and service of its members. I’m so pleased that we’re working together 
to create a better world where children and families can grow up and live 
healthy, productive lives. 

It is a privilege to come together with LCIF to work on this project. We feel 
the surgical equipment, along with the capacity building efforts led by LCIF 
will work well together to provide a long-term, sustainable impact on eye 
health in the local area.

OUR PARTNERS SAY IT BEST
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A ROUND OF APPLAUSE
Thank you to the generous donors who supported LCIF in fiscal 
year 2016-2017. Through their generosity, LCIF was able to help 
Lions change lives and make a difference for millions of people 
around the world.The following funding partners provide significant 
support or co-support for LCIF programs and projects:

Your donations are the difference

TOP CONTRIBUTOR

Aruna Oswal | India   US$750,000+

PLATINUM LEVEL 
US$100,000 – US$249,999

Akira Okamoto | Japan 
Hsiu-Jung Huang | MD 300 Taiwan 
Magnet Lin | MD 300 Taiwan 
Ta-Lung  Chiang | MD 300 Taiwan 
Liang-Chin Chiu | MD 300 Taiwan 
Xiao Bo Li | China

Shu-Chin Liao Huang | MD 300 Taiwan 

Alice Chitning Lau | China 

GOLD LEVEL  
US$50,000 – US$99,999

Jakob Martens | Canada

Shih I Yu | MD 300 Taiwan 
Shingo Onodera | Japan 
Carlos Justiniano | Puerto Rico 

SILVER LEVEL  
US$25,000 – US$49,999

Hao Chiang | MD 300 Taiwan 
Chen-Fu Sun | MD 300 Taiwan  
Yi-Tu Cheng | MD 300 Taiwan  
No-Jin Jung | Korea

Kentaro Kitano | Japan 
Chi-Tsan Wang | MD 300 Taiwan  
Lewis Quinn | United States

Chuen Chi Lee | MD 300 Taiwan  
Isao Matsuoka | Japan 
Chin Hsiang Mao | MD 300 Taiwan  
Jui-Tai Chang | MD 300 Taiwan 
Chikao Suzuki | Japan 
Mei Li Huang | MD 300 Taiwan  
Feng-Chi Chen | MD 300 Taiwan  
Myung-Soo Ha | Korea 
Yoshio Mizobuchi | Japan 
Li-Feng Chen | MD 300 Taiwan  
Myung-Young Kang | Korea

Shan Ming Lee | MD 300 Taiwan  
Shinji Kayamori | Japan 
Tsan-Hwang Yang | MD 300 Taiwan  
Bob Corlew | United States

Wen-Sheng Chang | MD 300 Taiwan 

Jung-Yul Choi | Korea 

BRONZE LEVEL  
US$10,000 – US$24,999

Michael Jan | MD 300 Taiwan 

Hui-Yi Wu | MD 300 Taiwan 
LCIF Anonymous Person 
Kuo-Jung Lin | MD 300 Taiwan 
Yoshiyuki Sato | Japan

Sakiko Odaka | Japan 
Toshio Takai | Japan

Chuan-Jung Wang | MD 300 Taiwan 

Su-Lien Wu Hsu | MD 300 Taiwan 
Tang-Lai Lin | MD 300 Taiwan 
Ming-Der Shih | MD 300 Taiwan 
I-Lang Cho | MD 300 Taiwan 
Jitendra Bhowmik | Bangladesh

Noriyuki Takano | Japan

Young-Ja Lee | Korea

Seung-Tak Hyun | Korea

Wangxing Tian | China

Ching-Li Lee | MD 300 Taiwan 
Kuo-Rong Chang | MD 300 Taiwan 

Kuo Hui Kuo | MD 300 Taiwan 
Nathan Mulenga | Zambia

Chia-Ming Cheng | MD 300 Taiwan 
Kuo-Tai Lin | MD 300 Taiwan 
Susumu Yano | Japan 
Frank Sampson | MD 300 Taiwan 

Tsai-Chiu Lee | MD 300 Taiwan 
Chun-Huang Hsu | MD 300 Taiwan 
Jayashree Kumar | United States

Hsiao Yuan Huang | MD 300 Taiwan 
Wen-Yu Su | MD 300 Taiwan 

Shih-Kuang Yeh | MD 300 Taiwan  
Mei-Chih Tsai | MD 300 Taiwan  
Pai-Hsiang Fang | MD 300 Taiwan  
Susan Wu | MD 300 Taiwan 
Jui-Tung Wu | MD 300 Taiwan 
Chun-Hsiung Hsieh | MD 300 Taiwan 
Fu-Lai Tsai | MD 300 Taiwan 
Chin-Chuan Su | MD 300 Taiwan 
Yong Wang | China

Yasuyuki Akiyama | Japan 
Mei-Ling Huang | MD 300 Taiwan 
Alexis Gomès | Republic of Congo 
Tsan-Hsun Wang | MD 300 Taiwan  
Chin-Che Pan | MD 300 Taiwan 
Hideki Kitahata | Japan 
Marcello Dassori | Italy 
Hsiu-Hsiang Tseng | MD 300 Taiwan 
Mameng Bratten | United States

Susan Valko | United States

Takahiro Sakurai | Japan 
Masaaki Nakajima | Japan 
Robert Clark | United States

Shu-Mu Hsueh | MD 300 Taiwan 
Tsong Cheng | MD 300 Taiwan  
Hung-Jen Chuang | MD 300 Taiwan 
Jin-Chang Hwang | MD 300 Taiwan  
Shu-Chu Yang | MD 300 Taiwan 
Peerawat Thum-Utaiporn | Thailand 
Kazuo Iwasaki | Japan 
Shunji Enomoto | Japan 
Hamed O B Lawal | Nigeria 
Shu-Hwa Chang | MD 300 Taiwan  
Isamu Arino | Japan 
Yumin Natsu | Japan 
Nobuo Nishiki | Japan 
Denny Hsu | MD 300 Taiwan  
Kuen-Yi Wang | MD 300 Taiwan  
Kuen-Chern Jong | MD 300 Taiwan   
Koji Tsurushima | Japan 
Suketaro Kato | Japan 

J Frank Moore III | United States

Seiki Yamaura | Japan 
Masayuki Kawashima | Japan  
Hsuan Hsueh | MD 300 Taiwan   
Yuichi Tsunoda | Japan 
Hideyuki Kayamori | Japan 
Yoshitaka Izumi | Japan 
Masahiro Nishida | Japan 
In-Kyo Oh | Korea

Jong-Seok Kim | Korea

Kanak Singh Babla | Kenya

Mu-Deok Lee | Korea

Shyam Malpani | India

Hui Yen Lai | MD 300 Taiwan 

Chung-Ming Yang | MD 300 Taiwan 

Hui-Min Fanwang | MD 300 Taiwan 

Ming Te Hu | MD 300 Taiwan 
Koroku Kashima | Japan 
Haruo Yamada | Japan 
Hong Ru Chang | MD 300 Taiwan  
Yu-Pi Hsu | MD 300 Taiwan  
Tadao Tanaka | Japan 
Masataka Taniguchi | Japan 
Yoshiteru Hisano | Japan 
Toshio Tanaka | Japan 
Nobuo Yasaka | Japan 
Il Yun Kim | Korea

Jin-Ok Kim | Korea

Yasutaka Noka | Japan 
Sun-Bong Kim | Korea

Richard Davis | United States

John Knepper | United States

Johnny C Chang | MD 300 Taiwan  
Fu Chen | MD 300 Taiwan  
Chian-Hsiang Lin | MD 300 Taiwan  
Hsiu Lien Liao | MD 300 Taiwan  
Jean-Jean Lai Fong | MD 300 Taiwan 

Shui-Sung Hu | MD 300 Taiwan 

Chun-Ming Pan | MD 300 Taiwan 

Chung-Yi Lin | MD 300 Taiwan 

The Chairperson’s Circle recognizes individuals who 
support LCIF at the highest level over the previous fiscal 
year. Members of the Chairperson’s Circle are recognized at 
the Platinum, Gold, Silver and Bronze levels. The sustained 
support of the Chairperson’s Circle will enable LCIF to 
continue its important humanitarian work for years to come.
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TOP 10 CONTRIBUTING DISTRICTS 
COUNTRY, DISTRICT    DONATIONS (US$)

Japan | 334-A            $1,085,880

MD 300 Taiwan | 300-A2             $1,069,055 
MD 300 Taiwan | 300-E1           $1,012,900 
India | 323-F1              $814,399 
Japan | 335-B              $733,438 
MD 300 Taiwan | 300-D1              $706,170 
MD 300 Taiwan | 300-B1              $701,000 
Korea | 354-D               $619,516 
MD 300 Taiwan | 300-B2              $606,000 
MD 300 Taiwan | 300-C2              $574,000

TOP 10 CONTRIBUTING DISTRICTS PER MEMBER AVERAGE 
COUNTRY, DISTRICT        AVERAGE PER MEMBER DONATION (US$)

MD 300 Taiwan | 300-E1    $486

India | 323-F1     $301

MD 300 Taiwan | 300-B2    $269

MD 300 Taiwan | 300-A2    $266

MD 300 Taiwan | 300-D1    $234

MD 300 Taiwan | 300-B1    $232

MD 300 Taiwan | 300-A1    $204

MD 300 Taiwan | 300-E2    $189

MD 300 Taiwan | 300-D2    $177

Japan | 334-A     $165

TOP 10 DISTRICTS WITH THE LARGEST PERCENTAGE 
INCREASE IN DONATIONS* 
COUNTRY, DISTRICT                         PERCENT INCREASE

Mexico | B-3                     2,871%

India | 318-D      971%

India | 323-F2      583%

Brazil | LC-2      524%

India | 321-D      424%

Bangladesh | 315-B4     401% 
China | 390      387%

Mexico | B 8      378%

India | 323D1      349%

Nigeria | 404 B1      322% 

BRONZE LEVEL (CONTINUED)

Chung-Te Wu | MD 300 Taiwan  
Mei-Yu Wu | MD 300 Taiwan 

Jih-Min Wu | MD 300 Taiwan  
Chin-Shih Ou | MD 300 Taiwan  
Mei-Chuan Yu | MD 300 Taiwan   
Ying-Lai Jean | MD 300 Taiwan  
Yi-Cheng Liao | MD 300 Taiwan  
Charng-Chuen Yeh | MD 300 Taiwan  
Tien Kuei Weng | MD 300 Taiwan  
Chin Chung Huang | MD 300 Taiwan 

Yen-Yoo Wu | MD 300 Taiwan  
Wen Tsung Liang | MD 300 Taiwan 

Chin-San Huang | MD 300 Taiwan 

Chen Kuo Wu | MD 300 Taiwan  
Hai Lung Lin | MD 300 Taiwan  
Fu-Ta Hsu | MD 300 Taiwan  
Su-Mei Chien | MD 300 Taiwan  
Chi-Yun Chow | MD 300 Taiwan  
Mei-Yu Chen | MD 300 Taiwan 

Ming-Tsung Huang | MD 300 Taiwan  
Wen-Hau Cheng | MD 300 Taiwan 

David Hwang | MD 300 Taiwan  
Cheng Jung Chang | MD 300 Taiwan  
Huei Mine Yu | MD 300 Taiwan  
Su Chu Lin | MD 300 Taiwan  
Min Yi Hsu | MD 300 Taiwan  
Keiko Tanaka | Japan 
Junko Harada | Japan 
Yasuo Iga | Japan 
Masatake Koyama | Japan  
Masaiku Iwamoto | Japan  
Katsusuke Kato | Japan  
Masanori Kakimi | Japan  
Sang-Chul Kim | Korea

Gang-Su Ha | Korea

Hak-Seol Nan | Korea

Dong-Woo Jung | Korea

AKIRA OKAMOTO  

“ In seeing firsthand the enthusiasm and hard work of my district’s LCIF 
coordinator, and the efforts of other Lions working for LCIF, I decided 
that making a donation to the foundation would be a great chance for me 
to join in the worldwide service of Lions. I think that the Lions of Japan 
would all agree with me.
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Every donation to LCIF makes 
a positive impact in this world 
of service. You can help 
change a life by supporting 
LCIF at www.lcif.org/donate. 

Make a Contribution to the World
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LCIF BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2016-2017
Front row from left: Past International President Clement F. Kusiak, 
International Third Vice President Jung-Yul “Yul” Choi, International Second 
Vice President Gudrun Yngvadottir, Immediate Past International President 
and LCIF Chairperson Dr. Jitsuhiro Yamada, International President 
Chancellor Bob Corlew, International First Vice President Dr. Naresh 
Aggarwal, Past International Director Ching-Li Lee, Past International 
President Barry J. Palmer, Past International Director Shinji Kayamori

Middle row from left: Past District Governor Nigel Jeny, Past International 
President Joe Preston, Past International Director Philippe Gerondal, Past 
International Director Dr. S.P. Amin, Past International Director N.S. Sankar, 
Past District Governor Chikao Suzuki, Past International Director Shyam 

Malpani, Past International Director Fábio de Almeida

Back row from left: Past International President Wing-Kun Tam, Past 
International Director Joseph Marcheggiani, Past International Director 
Robert S. Littlefield Ph. D., Past International Director Garnet E. Davis, Past 
International Director Dr. Joong-Ho Son

Also pictured: Guest at the meeting, International Director G.S. Hora.

This year, LCIF achieved its 
5th consecutive 4-star rating 
from Charity Navigator

SERVING WITH FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY
Standard grants allow Lions to help communities through large-
scale projects that provide access to education, technology and 
health care by addressing unmet humanitarian needs.

Core 4 grants support large-scale, predetermined projects that 
qualify under one of four core service commitment program areas: 
preserving sight, combating disability, promoting health and serving 
youth. These areas include diabetes prevention and treatment, 
Special Olympics, and Lions Quest.

SightFirst grants support high-quality, sustainable projects that 
deliver eye care services, develop infrastructure, train personnel 
and/or provide rehabilitation and education in underserved 
communities. Major concerns include cataract, river blindness, 
trachoma, uncorrected refractive error and diabetic eye disease.

Emergency grants help Lions meet immediate needs following a 
natural disaster, such as food, water, clothing and medical supplies 
for impacted communities.

Grants provided through Designated Funds represent restricted 
donations for use towards a particular cause within LCIF’s core 
programs, such as the Japanese earthquake and tsunami or 
Superstorm Sandy in the United States. These funds may only be 
used for the purpose designated.

Other grants include International Assistance Grants (IAGs), which 
enable Lions clubs in developed countries to partner with Lions 
clubs in lesser-developed regions on projects that make a real 
difference for communities.
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STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION 
JUNE 30,

STATEMENTS OF CASH FLOWS
YEARS ENDED JUNE 30,

ASSETS 2017 2016
Cash and cash equivalents $10,411,691 $10,279,136

Accrued investment income  
receivable 

285,292 327,519

Accounts receivable, net 73,960 73,956

Due from non-United States Lions 
Clubs districts

447,692 440,932

Due from The International  
Association of Lions Clubs

721,519 1,226,201

Prepaid expenses 1,081,953 956,564

Investments 300,418,834 290,832,184

Property and equipment, net 348,798 450,801

TOTAL ASSETS 313,789,739 304,587,293

CASH FLOWS FROM  
OPERATING ACTIVITIES

2017 2016

Change in net assets $9,984,956 ($13,244,423)

Adjustments to reconcile change  
in net assets to net cash used in  
operating activities

Depreciation and  
amortization

102,003 82,894

Net realized and  
unrealized (gains)  
losses on investments

(21,308,496) 1,108,722

Changes in operating  
assets and liabilities

Accrued investment 
income receivable 

42,227 (64,478)

Accounts receivable (4) (58,312)

Due from non-United 
States Lions Clubs 
districts

(6,760) (54,177)

Due from The  
International Association 
of Lions Clubs

504,682 (183,142)

Prepaid expense (125,389) (172,179)

Accounts payable  
and accrued expenses

279,932 (47,019)

Grants payable (1,051,542) 2,955,393

Charitable gift annuities (10,900) (31,261)

NET CASH USED IN  
OPERATING ACTIVITIES

(11,589,291) (9,707,982)

LIABILITIES AND NET 
ASSETS

2017 2016

Accounts payable 330,838 116,455

Accrued expenses 308,280 242,731

Grants payable 33,433,602 34,485,144

Charitable gift annuities 165,130 176,030

TOTAL LIABILITIES 34,237,850 35,020,360

Net assets

Unrestricted 216,800,176 195,708,695

Temporarily restricted 62,251,713 73,358,238

Permanently restricted 500,000 500,000

TOTAL NET ASSETS 279,551,889 269,566,933

TOTAL LIABILITIES  
AND NET ASSETS

$313,789,739 $304,587,293
CASH FLOWS FROM  
INVESTING ACTIVITIES

2017 2016

Purchase of investments (115,904,484) (68,935,763)

Proceeds from sale 
of investments

127,626,330 79,127,465

Purchases of property 
and equipment

(0) (87,333)

NET CASH PROVIDED BY INVESTING 
ACTIVITIES 

11,721,846 10,104,369

Change in cash and cash 
equivalents

132,555 396,387

Cash and cash equivalents, 
beginning of year

10,279,136 9,882,749

CASH AND CASH  
EQUIVALENTS, END OF YEAR 

$10,411,691 $10,279,136

Financial Reports
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STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2017

All figures in US$

CONTRIBUTIONS, GAINS AND OTHER SUPPORT Unrestricted Temporary restricted Permanently restricted Total

Contributions $26,184,115 $12,893,184 - $39,077,299

Change in value of charitable gift annuities (16,923) - - (16,923)

Program revenue, net 357,155 - - 357,155

Investment return, net 24,448,917 58,740 - 24,507,657

Net gain on currency exchange 98,442 - - 98,442

Other income 58,622 - - 58,622

Net assets released from restrictions 24,058,449 (24,058,449) -

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS, GAINS AND OTHER SUPPORT 75,188,777 (11,106,525) - 64,082,252

EXPENSES Unrestricted Temporary restricted Permanently restricted Total

Program services

Grants 38,631,904 - - 38,631,904

SightFirst 2,441,416 - - 2,441,416

Lions Quest 2,094,485 - - 2,094,485

Other 1,571,040 - - 1,571,040

Administrative 4,189,229 - - 4,189,229

Development 5,169,222 - - 5,169,222

TOTAL EXPENSES 54,097,296 - - 54,097,296

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 21,091,481 (11,106,525) - 9,984,956

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR 195,708,695 73,358,238 500,000 269,566,933

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR $216,800,176 $62,251,713 $500,000 $279,551,889
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Location
300 W. 22nd Street
Oak Brook, IL 60523-8842 
USA

P: 630.571.5466
F: 630.571.5735
W:  www.lcif.org
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