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Investing in a Better Future

International Director Mark Mansell and his wife, Past
District Governor Debbie Mansell, have always had a
passion for hands-on service and community involvement.
Their commitment and impact expanded exponentially when
they discovered Lions Clubs International and Lions Clubs
International Foundation (LCIF).

Mark was introduced to Lions when he was invited to help
with a local fundraising event. Debbie joined later, inspired
by Mark’s involvement and her passion for youth-related
service projects. Together, they have combined decades of
service as Lions.

Mark and Debbie have led several service projects over the
years, including vision screenings, bicycling and motorcycle
fundraising tours and many programs for youth in their
community. They are firm believers in the idea that “if you
can dream it, you can make it happen in Lions,” Mark said.

A special Lions experience they point to as extremely
impactful for them is what is called “Issue Day” at the Leader
Dogs for the Blind headquarters. This is when the clients
meet their guide dogs for the first time. “We call that day our
‘Lions moment,” Debbie said. “When someone meets their
guide dog for the first time—it changes their life. Before

that moment, some hadn’t left their homes in years,” she
added, stressing how powerful that experience was to them
personally as Lions.

As generous donors and proud members of the Lions
Legacy Society, both are also passionate supporters of
LCIF who say they know that the foundation ensures funds
benefit impactful Lions service projects in communities
across the globe.

The Mansells said leadership roles they've taken on in the
organization initially exposed them to Lions’ worldwide
impact, and they now encourage other members to see Lions
as a global movement beyond what individual members

and clubs do locally. They also value the transparency and
accountability LCIF offers donors, which gives them the

“When you make a gift to our global foundation,
you’re not just a donor. You’re an investor in
making the world a better place.”

confidence to make financial commitments that ensure their
support continues into the future.

“When you make a gift to our global foundation, you're not
just a donor. You're an investor in making the world a better

place,” Mark said.
Mark and Debbie have coordinated and supported LCIF

grants used to meet a variety of community needs, including
a 3D mammography machine, environmentally friendly
school silverware and special onesies for infants undergoing
chemotherapy.

'They encourage all Lions, Leos and others to get involved,

support LCIF, and consider making their own legacy gifts.
‘They emphasize how easy and impactful it can be, stressing
that every commitment makes a difference and helps Lions
across the globe serve people in need.

“The sun never sets on Lions. Somewhere in the world, a
Lion is doing something good,” Mark said. “With a legacy
commitment in your estate, you can help make a lasting
impact.”

“Together with LCIFE, we really can change the world - both
today and well after we are gone,” Debbie added.
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With just a few words, you can change the world.

Your support of LCIF can last far beyond your lifetime — and it
only takes a few minutes to make it happen. If your passion for
Lions’service has inspired you and you want others to benefit from
that passion well into the future, here are easy ways to make a
meaningful gift.

Include LCIF in your will or living trust.

Add as little as one sentence (often referred to as “bequest
language”) to your will or living trust saying you want to support
LCIFE. You can give a specific amount of cash or securities, a piece
of property or a percentage of your estate.

If your financial situation changes, you can, of course, change
your will. Even so, there are great benefits to informing us of your
gift. First, we can ensure that your gift is used in a manner most

The Impact of Your Generosity

Nurturing Hearts and Minds

“When we provide programs like Lions Quest, it’s something our
children will carry for the rest of their lives,” said Lion Dr. Tamara
Young, director of student services at Lincoln Elementary School
in Calumet City, Illinois. “One day they are going to be the
leaders of our community, so we want to invest in our students
and understand the type of curriculum that can be supportive of
building their character.”

In 2020, Lincoln Elementary School implemented the LCIF Lions
Quest program using a Community Partnership Grant from the
foundation. As a comprehensive and universal, evidence-based
SEL program, Lions Quest helps children and adults acquire and
effectively apply the knowledge, attitudes and skills necessary to
understand and manage emotions, set and achieve goals, feel and
show empathy for others, establish positive relationships, and make
responsible decisions.

“We were able to utilize the grant to build our program to start the
foundation of our Lions Quest curriculum, which helps us develop
responsible citizens and grow our community,” she says.
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meaningful to you; all it requires is filling out our gift intention
form. Second, you become eligible to join a community of other
passionate donors who make up our Lions Legacy Society here in
the United States and throughout the world.

Name LCIF as a beneficiary of a retirement account, life
insurance policy or commercial annuity.

You can contact your retirement plan administrator, insurance
company, bank or financial institution for a change-of-beneficiary
form. On the form, you simply list what percentage (1 to 100)
you would like us to receive. Beneficiary designations can also be
modified at any time to meet your needs. Indeed, you will want

to review them every two to three years to ensure your assets will
reach your intended recipients.

Dr. Young believes in understanding her students and teaching
them to be understanding of each other, which is one of the reasons
she is such a strong supporter of Lions Quest. She says when you
work with children, “You're not dealing with a piece of a child but
the whole child.”

“Lions Quest is a gift of hope,” Dr. Young says. “It is a program
that gives students the skills they will need to be successful in any
environment. And our foundation gives us that gift of hope and the
tools we need to be successful.”

The legacy giving information in

this newsletter is provided for
general information purposes only.

It is not intended as a substitute for
professional advice from your lawyer,
financial advisor or tax consultant.
We recommend that you discuss
your plans with your attorney and/

or financial advisor tax professional
before proceeding with a legacy gift.
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